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HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 
MUNICIPAL  OFFICES, 
WALLINGFORD. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
WALLINGFORD  &  WANTAGE  DISTRICTS 
JOINT  PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

August,  1953. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  submit  my  annual  report  on  the  health  and 
sanitary  conditions  in  your  districts  for  the  year  1952. 

Much  of  the  information  included  in  the  report  has  been  provided  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking 
them  for  their  contributions. 

The  report  shows  that  the  health  of  the  people  in  your  districts  remained 
above  the  average  for  England  and  Wales.  The  death  rate,  the  stillbirth 
rate,  the  infant  mortaliy  rate  and  the  maternal  mortality  rate  were  lower, 
and  the  live  birth  rate  was  higher  than  the  rates  for  the  rest  of  the 
country.  Cancer,  however,  caused  more  deaths  than  during  any  previous 
year  and  was  responsible  for  more  than  a  fifth  of  all  deaths.  Pulmonary 
tuberculosis  caused  only  three  deaths  which  was  an  improvement  on  the 
1951  low  record  of  five.  Cancer  of  the  lung,  however,  caused  nine  deaths. 

Although  324  new  houses  were  completed  during  1952  the  number  of 
housed  applicants  increased  to  1,916,  many  of  whom  had  renewed  their 
applications  annually  for  several  years.  Each  family  has  a  right  to  a 
home  of  its  own  where  it  can  live  its  own  pattern  of  life  without  unwar¬ 
ranted  advise  or  interference.  The  home  should  be  comfortable,  hygienic 
and  suitable  for  healthy  family  life.  Hundreds  of  families  in  your  districts 
will  have  to  wait  for  years  before  they  will  have  an  opportunity  of  living 
under  such  conditions.  Meanwhile,  unhappiness  and  illhealth  will  remain 
above  the  preventable  level. 

I  hope  that  you  will  find  interesting  and  useful  information  in  this 
report  and  that  it  will  give  some  guidance  as  to  the  work  still  to  be  done 
in  order  that  the  maximum  number  in  the  community  may  have  the 
opportunity  of  living  contented  lives  under  healthy  environmental  con¬ 
ditions. 


A.  H.  GRIFFITH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


POPULATION 

The  population  of  the  combined  districts  showed  an  increase  over  the 
previous  mid-year  figure  but  it  represented  little  more  than  the  excess  of 
births  over  deaths. 


Figures  concerning 

the  area  and 

population 

of  each  district 

are  given 

in  the  following  table; 

: — 

Area  in 

Estimated  Midyear 

Difference 

District 

Acres 

Population 

1951 

1952 

Wallingford  Borough 

760 

3,536 

3,618 

+  82 

Wantage  Urban 

2,797 

5,437 

5,399 

-38 

Wallingford  Rural 

21,790 

15,570 

15,840 

+  270 

Wantage  Rural 

74,181 

14,890 

15,050 

+  160 

Total 

99,528 

39,433 

39,907 

+  474 

BIRTHS 

(i)  Live  Births 

Although  the  number  of  live  births  per  thousand  of  the  population  was 
again  higher  in  the  combined  districts  than  in  England  and  Wales  gener¬ 
ally,  it  was  substantially  lower  than  in  1951  and  the  total  number  of  births 
was  8  per  cent,  lower  than  in  1950. 

The  figures  were  as  follows: — 


Number  of  Live  Births  Live  Birth  Rate  per 

1951  1952  1000  Population 

District  Total  Male  Female  Total  1951  1952 


Wallingford  Borough 

52 

39 

31 

70 

14.7 

19.0 

Wantage  Urban 

125 

56 

43 

99 

23.0 

18.3 

Wallingford  Rural 

269 

130 

129 

259 

17.3 

16.3 

Wantage  Rural 

280 

128 

147 

275 

18.8 

18.2 

Total 

726 

353 

350 

703 

18.3 

17.6 

England  and  Wales 

15.5 

15.3 

(ii)  Stillbirths 

The  stillbirth  rate  of  16.8  per  1000  total  births  in  the  combined  districts, 
although  higher  than  the  rate  for  1951,  was  again  lower  than  the  corres¬ 
ponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales.  It  represented  a  total  of  12  stillbirths 
compared  with  8  in  1951  and  18  in  1950.  The  details  are  given  in  the 
following  table: — 
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No.  of 

Stillbirths 

No.  of  Stillbirths  per  1000 

District 

1950 

1951 

1952 

total  Births  during  1952 

Wallingford  Borough 

3 

0 

1 

Wantage  Urban 

6 

1 

1 

Wallingford  Rural 

2 

3 

6 

Wantage  Rural 

7 

4 

4 

Total 

18 

8 

12 

16.8 

England  and  Wales 

22.6 

(iii)  Illegitimate  Births 

A  40  per  cent  increase  in  the  number  of  illegitimate  births  occurred  in 
the  combined  districts  in  1952  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  there  were  more 
children  born  during  1951.  One  child  in  every  fifteen  born  in  1952  was 
illegitimate,  whereas  before  the  last  war  only  one  in  twenty  births  was 
illegitimate,  the  rate  increased  to  one  in  ten  births  during  1944-46.  The 
numbers  of  illegitimate  children  born  in  recent  years  are  given  in  the 
following  table: 


Number  of  illegitimate  births  per  annum 


District 

1938 

1944 

1945 

1947 

1950 

1951 

1952 

Wallingford  Borough 

3 

3 

5 

0 

2 

1 

5 

Wantage  Urban 

3 

9 

17 

3 

6 

8 

5 

Wallingford  Rural 

11 

33 

26 

15 

16 

13 

21 

Wantage  Rural 

7 

25 

30 

14 

19 

11 

15 

Totals 

24 

70 

78 

32 

43 

33 

46 

DEATHS 

(i)  All  Causes 

The  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  per  thousand  population  was  lower 
in  each  district  during  1952  than  during  any  other  year  since  before  the  war, 
the  only  exceptions  being  the  1948  death  rates  in  Wallingford  Borough  and 
Wantage  Rural  District.  A  decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  influ¬ 
enza  and  bronchitis  was  largely  responsible  for  the  improvement  on  the 
1951  figures.  The  death  rates  for  the  last  three'  years  were: — 

Numbers  of  deaths  from  Death  Rate  per 

all  causes  1000  Population 


District 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1950 

1951 

1952 

Wallingford  Borough 

49 

53 

36 

12.7 

15.0 

9.9 

Wantage  Urban 

66 

69 

51 

12.7 

12.7 

9.4 

Wallingford  Rural 

146 

138 

122 

9.6 

8.8 

7.7 

Wantage  Rural 

143 

174 

139 

9.7 

11.7 

9.2 

Total 

404 

434 

348 

10.3 

11.0 

8.7 

England  and  Wales 

11.6 

12.5 

11.3 
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(ii)  Infant  Mortality 

If  the  risk  of  an  infant  dying  in  1952  before  attaining  his  first  birthday 
was  as  great  in  the  combined  districts  as  in  England  and  Wales  generally, 
then  20  infants  would  have  died  during  the  year.  The  actual  number  of 
infant  deaths  was  13,  which  shows  that  the  danger  to  life  for  young  infants 
living  in  this  area  was  well  below  average.  9  of  the  13  infants  died  before 
they  were  4  weeks  old.  Further  details  are  given  in  the  following  table. 


Number  of  Infant  Deaths  Infant  Mortality  Rate 
(under  12  months  of  age)  per  1000  live  births 


Districts 

1950  1951  1952 

1950 

1951 

1952 

Wallingford  Borough 

4 

1 

2 

85 

19 

29 

Wantage  Urban 

4 

4 

1 

25 

32 

10 

Wallingford  Rural 

4 

5 

3 

15 

19 

12 

Wantage  Rural 

6 

6 

7 

21 

21 

25 

Total 

18 

16  : 

13 

25 

22 

19 

England  and  Wales 

29.8 

29.6 

27.6 

(iii) 

Cancer 

Cancer  was  responsible  for  more 

deaths  than  during 

any  previous  year. 

The  annual  number 

of  deaths  since 

1939  are  given  in  the  following  table: 

Year  No.  Deaths  Year 

No.  Deaths 

Year  No.  Deaths 

1939  51 

1944 

56 

1949 

61 

1940  42 

1945 

49 

1950 

62 

1941  61 

1946 

47 

1951 

59 

1942  63 

1947 

62 

1952 

73 

1943  57 

1948 

53 

COMMUNICABLE 

DISEASES 

The  number  of  notifications  of  communicable 

diseases  received 

during 

the  year  is  given  in  the  following  table: 

Wallingford  Wantage 

Wallingford 

Wantage 

Total 

Notifiable  Disease 

‘  Borough 

U.D 

R.D. 

R.D. 

Whooping  Cough 

29 

19 

48 

81 

177 

Measles 

30 

12 

6 

56 

104 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

11 

9 

16 

36 

Pneumonia 

— 

2 

3 

10 

15 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

8 

— 

8 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

— 

2 

2 

5 

Dysentery 

— 

3 

— 

— 

3 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  1 

— 

15 

11 

27 

N  on-pulmonary  , 

•9 

— 

3 

3 

6 

Total 

61 

48 

96 

179 

384 
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(i)  Pulmonary  Huberculosis 

Fewer  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  1952  than 
during  any  other  year  since  1941  when  26  new  patients  were  reported.  The 
incidence  of  new  cases  was  nearly  half  that  of  1949  and  1950  but  the 
number  of  persons  receiving  treatment  or  supervision  increased  consider¬ 
ably  during  the  last  three  years.  The  reason  for  this  is  that  treatment 
has  become  more  effective  but  very  few  patients  are  discharged  as  not 
needing  any  more  supervision. 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  tuberculosis  register  in  1949  and  1952  were: 


1949  1952 

District  Males  Females  Total  Males  Females  Total 


Wallingford  Borough 

9 

7 

16 

12 

10 

22 

Wantage  Urban 

8 

13 

21 

12 

16 

28 

Wallingford  Rural 

41 

22 

63 

62 

36 

98 

Wantage  Rural 

34 

25 

59 

.  47 

24 

71 

Total 

92 

67 

159 

133 

86 

219 

(ii)  Acute  Poliomyelitis  * 

Poliomyelitis  has  been  notified  with  increasing  frequency  during  the 
last  few  years  and  whereas  only  6  cases  were,  reported  during  the  ten 
years  1939-48  (including  3  in  1947),  there  have  been  19  cases  during  the 
four  years  1949-52.  Fortunately,  it  has  been  responsible  for  only  one 
death  during  the  last  14  years. 


(iii)  Food  Poisoning 

All  the  8  cases  of  food  poisoning  occurred  in  the  Wallingford  Rural 
District.  4  were  isolated  cases  and  the  other  4  were  members  of  the 
same  household.  The  family  outbreak  was  due  to  the  organism  Salmonella 
typhimurium  (anaerogenic),  a  rather  uncommon  organism.  The  majority 
of  hens  on  a  poultry  farm  in  the  district  were  found  to  be  blood  reactors 
to  this  organism  at  about  the  same  time.  Although  this  family’s  supply 
of  eggs  could  have  come  from  the  poultry  farm  via  the  egg  pack¬ 
ing  station  and  retail  shop,  we  failed  to  find  a  single  infected  hen’s  egg. 
The  other  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  were  due  to  Salmonella  typhimur¬ 
ium  (3)  and  to  a  combination  of  Salmonella  typhimurium  and  Sal¬ 
monella  meliagris,  this  last  case  being  fatal.  The  sources  of  the  infections 
were  not  determined. 


(iv)  Other  Comniunicable  Diseases 

1952  was  the  worst  year  since  1943  for  the  number  of  whooping  cough 
notifications  but  the  number  suffering  from  measles  was  one  of  the  lowest 
since  before  the  war. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1952 
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Councillor  E.  C.  Heal 
Councillor  J.  O.  Johnstone 
Councillor  A.  C.  Lester  (Chairman) 
Councillor  A.  L.  Shepherd 
Councillor  Mrs.  F.  E.  Simmons 
Councillor  Mrs.  A.  A.  Strevens 
Alderman  Horace  Walters 
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Sanitary  Inspector  C.  R.  Lawless,  a.r.s.i.,  m.s.i.a, 
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WATER  SUPPLY 

1076  of  the  1078  dwelling  houses  in  Wallingford  were  supplied  with 
water  from  the  mains.  This  water,  which  was  chlorinated  before  distribution, 
was  obtained  from  the  5  boreholes  in  the  Borough.  15  samples  of  tap 
water  and  2  samples  obtained  at  source  were  satisfactory  bacteriologically 
but  3  chemical  analyses  showed  the  water  to  be  moderately  hard  and  in  1 
brown  discoloured  sample  of  tap  water  there  was  8  parts  per  100,000  of 
iron  oxide. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

All  the  houses  in  Wallingford,  except  3,  were  dependant  on  the  main 
sewerage  system  for  disposal.  No  extensive  alterations  to,  or  extensions  of, 
the  sewerage  system  occurred  and  there  was  little  progress  towards  erecting 
a  new  sewage  disposal  works  to  replace  the  acres  of  sewage  sick  land  to 
which  crude  sewage  has  run  untreated  or  some  years. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION 

Refuse  collection  was  a  weekly  curbside  service  for  the  whole  Borough. 
The  refuse  pit  at  Wantage  Road  was  the  cause  of  many  complaints  from  the 
occupiers  of  nearby  houses,  mainly  because  of  the  fly  nuisance  it  created. 
This  nuisance  persisted  in  spite  of  frequent  insecticide  treatment  and  it  was 
finally  decided  that  the  pit  should  be  covered  over  and  a  new  one  started  in 
the  spring  of  1953  at  Ewelme. 

RODENT  CONTROL  AND  NUISANCES 

253  sites  were  baited  to  control  rat  infestation  during  the  year.  They 
included  18  Council  owned  premises,  12  business  premises,  43  private 
premises,  35  sewer  manholes  and  145  other  sites. 

21  nuisances  had  to  be  dealt  with  during  the  year  and  three  premises 
were  disinfected  after  the  removal  of  patients  to  hospital. 

HOUSING  AND  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

48  new  permanent  houses  were  erected  in  Wallingford  during  1952,  45 
of  these  being  erected  for  the  Local  Authority.  Although  51  houses  were 
completed  during  the  previous  year,  the  Local  Authority  was  responsible 
for  the  erection  of  only  41.  The  number  of  housing  applicants  increased 
during  1952  from  205  to  224. 

There  were  2  licensed  moveable  dwellings  in  Wallingford  in  1952. 

HOUSING  DEFECTS 

107  inspections  of  houses  were  made  by  the  Sanintary  Inspector  as  a 
result  of  which  32  houses  were  repaired.  A  statutory  notice  had  to  be 
served  in  one  instance  only. 

MILK  SUPPLIES 

There  were  2  dairies  in  the  Borough  in  1952  and  the  number  of  retailers 
of  various  designated  milk  was,  tuberculin  tested  milk  2,  tuberculin  tested 
pasteurised  milk  1,  Channel  Island  milk  1  and  undesignated  milk  1.  All 
11  samples  of  milk  were  found  satisfactory  to  laboratory  tests. 
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ICE  CREAM 


The  number  of  premises  licensed  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  increased 
from  13  to  15  during  the  year  but  the  number  of  premises  licenced  for 
the  manufacture  of  ice  cream  decreased  from  3  to  1.  8  premises  were 

inspected  and  the  1 1  samples  of  ice  cream  taken  for  testing  in  the  laboratory 
were  found  satisfactory. 

CAIERING  ESTABLISHMENTS  AND  SHOPS 

The  standard  of  cleanliness  at  the  15  lestaurants,  cafes  and  hotels  with 
catering  licences  was  considered  to  be  satisfactory.  9  inspections  of  these 
premises  were  made. 

No  clean  food  campaign  was  undertaken  during  1952. 

The  number  of  shops,  including  hotels  with  catering  licences,  was  95 
compared  with  84  at  the  end  of  1951. 

BAKEHOUSES 

2  of  the  3  bakehouses  in  the  Borough  were  inspected  and  found  to  be 
satisfactory 

FOOD  INSPECTION 

The  following  items  of  food  were  found  unfit  for  human  consumption 
and  were  surrendered  voluntarily: — tinned  ham  77  lbs.,  tinned  milk  164 
pints  (equiv.),  tinned  fruit  103  lbs.,  tinned  vegetables  15  lbs.,  tinned  ham 
26  lbs.,  tinned  fish  2  lbs.,  fish  paste  2}  lbs.,  raw  meat  (hind  quarter)  50  lbs., 
liver  10  lbs.,  jam  8  lbs.,  soup  H  lbs.,  cheese  H  lbs.,  chocolate  5j  lbs. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 

The  following  table  is  supplied  in  accordance  with  the  requirements 
of  Section  128(3)  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 


1. — Inspections  for  purposes  as  to  health 

(including  inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector) 


-  Number  of  - 

Premises  Number  on  Inspections  Written  Occupiers 

Register  Notices  Prosecuted 


(i)  Factories  which  Sections  1,  2,  3, 

4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

25 

15 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Authority 

18 

10 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 

Total 

43 

25 

— 

— 

12 


2. — Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found  No.  of 
Found  Remedied  Referred  cases  where 
Particulars  To  H.M.  By  H.M.  prosecutions 

Inspector  Inspector  instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  —  —  —  —  — 

Overcrowding  —  —  —  —  — 

Unreasonable  temperature  —  —  —  —  — 

Inadequate  ventilation  —  — ■  —  —  — 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  —  —  —  —  — 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient  —  —  —  — 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  —  —  —  —  — 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  —  —  —  —  — 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 

(Not  includinng  offences 

relating  to  outwork)  —  —  —  —  — 

Total  —  —  —  —  — 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

No  action  had  to  be  taken  under  either  Section  47  or  Section  50  of  the 
above  Act. 
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WALLINGFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

Councillor  J.  H.  Clements  (Chairman) 
Councillor  H.  T.  Merritt  (Vice-Chairman) 
Councillor  Mrs.  M.  Robbins 
Councillor  A.  W.  Barlow 
Councillor  J,  M,  Dipper 
Councillor  C.  Evetts 
Councillor  C.  Gardner 
Councillor  J.  E.  Lay 
Councillor  W.  A.  E.  Miles 
Councillor  A.  B.  Salvetti 
Councillor  T.  B.  Wigley 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  STAFF 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector:  C.  J.  Gayfer,  m.r.s.i.,  m.s.i.a, 
District  Sanitary  Inspector:  L.  Sproston,  m.r.s.i.,  m.s.i.a. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 


The  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  to  the 
Council’s  scheme  for  supplying  main  water  to  Little  Wittenham  was  received 
during  the  year  and  since  then  the  work  has  been  completed  by  means 
of  direct  labour.  This  means  that  every  village  in  the  Rural  District  is 
now  supplied  with  safe  main  water  supplies.  All  the  main  water  is  obtained 
from  boreholes  in  the  district  (except  in  the  case  of  Moulsford  which  is 
supplied  from  South  Oxfordshire),  situated  in  Cholsey  (1),  South  Moreton 
(3),  West  Hagbourne  (2)  and  a  new  one  sunk  during  1952  to  a  depth  of 
350  feet  at  Aston  Tirrold.  All  these  sources  of  supply  are  connected 
together  and  when  a  second  borehole  is  sunk  at  Aston  Tirrold  the  supply 
will  be  adequate  for  the  present  needs  of  the  district, 

6  of  the  7  samples  of  water  taken  in  the  various  parts  of  the  district 
for  bacteriological  examination  were  classified  as  Grade  1,  the  other  1 
being  Grade  2.  No  chemical  analysis  of  the  water  was  undertaken.  All 
water  was  chlorinated  before  it  entered  the  mains. 

Further  details  regarding  the  supply  of  water  to  the  various  parishes 
are  given  in  the  following  table; 


Houses  Est.  Pop. 
1952  Total  No.  supplied  supplied 


Parish 

Population 

of  houses 

main  water 

main  water 

Aston  Tirrold 

361 

98 

90 

330 

Aston  Upthorne 

130 

41 

38 

120 

Brightwell-cum-Sotwell 

984 

298 

257 

840 

Cholsey  (exclud.  B.M.  H.) 

1995 

576 

558 

1930 

Didcot 

8577 

2021 

2021 

8577 

East  Hagbourne 

763 

245 

240 

750 

Little  Wittenham 

93 

26 

20 

70 

Long  Wittenham 

523 

178 

no 

380 

Moulsford 

292 

64 

60 

280 

North  Moreton 

310 

75 

69 

290 

South  Moreton 

397 

114 

112 

390 

West  Hagbourne 

247 

67 

65 

240 

Total 

14672 

3803 

3640 

14197 

SEWERAGE 

More  than  60  per  cent  of  all  the  houses  in  the  Rural  District  had  the 
services  of  main  sewage  disposal  systems  which  served  houses  in  Didcot 
and  parts  of  the  villages  of  East  Hagbourne,  South  Moreton,  Brightwell- 
cum-Sotwell  and  Long  Wittenham.  More  than  a  third  of  the  houses  not 
connected  to  a  main  sewerage  system  were  at  Cholsey  where  the  need  for 
such  a  system  is  not  only  long  overdue  but  has  become  an  urgent  necessity. 

No  complaints  regarding  any  nuisance  at  any  of  the  Council’s  sewage 
disposal  works  were  received  during  the  year,  but  therei  were  several  com¬ 
plaints  concerning  the  inadequate  treatment  of  sewage  at  the  Council’s 
estate  at  North  Moreton. 

The  only  improvements  carried  out  during  1952  were  the  extension  of 
sewers  from  Didcot  to  East  Hagbourne  and  the  commencement  of  a 
similar  extension  to  West  Hagbourne. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION 


The  weekly  curbside  refuse  collection  was  maintained,  the  refuse  being 
deposited  at  the  Long  Wittenham  refuse  pit  as  in  previous  years.  A 
muledozer  was  available  for  consolidating  and  levelling  the  surface  of  the 
pit  which  was  kept  in  a  more  satisfactory  state  than  hitherto. 


RODENT  CONTROL  &  NUISANCES 

Rat  baiting  was  on  a  reduced  scale  during  1952  and  amounted  to  148 
in  private  premises,  20  in  sewer  manholes,  12  in  Council  owned  premises. 
The  occasional  nuisance  due  to  rat  infestation  at  the  refuse  pit  was  dealt 
with  when  it  occurred. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  resort  to  legal  proceedings  for  the  abatement 
of  any  nuisance  but  informal  representations  by  your  officials  were  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  abatement  of  33  publia  health  nuisances. 

12  premises  were  disinfected,  mainly  after  removal  of  patients  suffering 
from  tuberculosis  or  cancer. 


HOUSING  DEFECTS 

27  statutory  notices  were  served  as  a  result  of  50  visits  to  inspect 
housing  defects,  19  houses  thereby  being  repaired. 


HOUSING  AND  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  almost  twice  as  many  houses  were  erected  in 
1952  as  were  in  1951  (197  against  100),  the  number  of  families  on  the 
Council’s  housing  waiting  list  increased  from  794  to  835.  All  these  were 
genuine  applicants,  each  family  having  renewed  its  application  during  the 
year,  as  was  required  by  the  Council.  Although  the  selection  of  tenants 
was  by  means  of  a  points  system,  the  selection  committee  had  a  hard  and 
unenviable  task  of  trying  to  decide  which  of  their  numerous  urgent  cases 
were  in  greatest  need  of  a  home.  31  of  the  completed  houses  were  built 
by  private  enterprise,  the  local  authority  being  responsible  for  the  erection 
of  the  other  166. 

87  moveable  dwellings  were  licensed  during  1952,  many  being  barely 
fit  for  human  habitation  especially  as  children  and  young  infants  lived 
in  them  all  the  year  round.  On  the  whole,  their  occupants  were  driven 
into  them  by  the  necessity  of  having  some  sort  of  a  home,  somewhere. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 

The  39  factories  and  workshops  in  the  district  were  all  visited  during 
the  year.  The  following  table,  which  is  completed  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  Section  129(3)  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  gives  particulars 
on  the  administration  of  the  Act. 
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Part  I  of  the  Act 


1. — Inspections  for  purposes  as  to  health 

(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


-  Number  of - 

Premises  Number  on  Inspections  Written  Occupiers 

Register  Notices  Prosecuted 


(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2, 
3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

3 

6 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Authority 

35 

77 

7 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 

1 

2 

Total 

39 

85 

7 

— 

2. — Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found  No.  of 
Found  Remedied  Referred  cases  where 
Particulars  To  H.M.  By  H.M.  prosecutions 

Inspector  Inspector  instituted 


Want  of  cleanliness  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  — 

— 

— > 

— 

— ■ 

Inadequate  ventilation  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient  2 

2* 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  6 

6 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences 

relating  to  outwork)  — 

— 

3t 

— 

— 

Total  8 

8 

3 

— 

— 

* — Factories  now  closed. 

t — Failure  to  post  prescribed  abstracts  from  the  Act. 
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SHOPS  AND  CATERING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

There  were  6  more  shops  (including  hotels  open  to  non-residents)  in 
1952  than  in  1951,  the  total  now  being  113.  The  County  Council,  although 
the  Authority  responsible  for  the  administration  of  the  main  provisions 
of  the  Shops  Act,  1950,  delegated  their  powers  under  parts  (d),  (e)  and  (f) 
of  Section  38  to  the  District  Council. 

The  catering  establishments  numbered  16,  one  more  than  in  1951.  8  of 
these  were  hotels  with  catering  licences  and  the  rest  were  restaurants  and 
cafes.  The  cafes  and  restaurants,  although  generally  satisfactory,  suffered 
from  the  fact  that  they  were  not  designed  as  such  originally  and  had  a 
fundamental  defect  which  was  difficult  to  remedy. 

CLEAN  FOOD  CAMPAIGN 

Notices  requesting  customers  not  to  allow  their  dogs  to  enter  food  shops 
in  the  area  were  issued  to  all  food  retailers  for  display  in  a  prominent 
position  in  their  shops. 

The  question  of  forming  a  Clean  Food  Guild  in  Didcot  was  considered 
in  detail  by  the  Council,  the  aim  being  the  improvement  in  the  standard 
of  cleanliness  in  food  shops  and  catering  establishments.  It  was  felt, 
however,  that  such  a  voluntary  body  would  depend  entirely  on  the  enthus¬ 
iasm  of  the  food  handlers  and  therefore  would  have  no  effect  on  the 
rather  indifferent  ones.  The  latter  could  not  be  forced  to  maintain  a 
standard  higher  than  that  enforceable  by  law,  however  desirable  this  might 
be. 

BYELAWS  UNDER  SECTION  15  OF 
THE  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 

One  market  trader  was  prosecuted  during  1952  for  failure  to  exhibit  his 
name  and  address  on  the  stall. 

BAKEHOUSES 

The  5  bakehouses  in  the  district  were  considered-  satisfactory  on  inspect¬ 
ion. 

FOOD  INSPECTION- 

The  following  items  of  food  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  con¬ 
sumption: 

Canned  meat  (ham,  luncheon  meat,  jellied  veal,  veal  and  ham  loaf,  and 
stewed  steak),  145  lbs.  4  ozs. 

Other  meat  (pork,  steak,  mutton,  kidney,  bacon,  etc.)  159  lbs.  6  ozs. 

Pork,  sausages  1 1  lbs.  2  ozs. 

Canned  fish  (sardines  and  salmon)  3  tins — 1  lb.  i  oz. 

Canned  fruit  (peach  pulp,  pineapple  crush,  apples,  grapefruit,  apricots, 
plumSj  cherries  and  prunes)  225  lbs.  14  i  ozs. 

Canned  vegetables  (tomatoes,  peas  and  beans)  32  lbs.  i  oz. 

Other  canned  food  (soup,  honey,  jam,  milk  and  macaroni)  31  lbs.  i  oz. 


MEAT  INSPECTION 


The  standard  of  cleanliness  maintained  at  the  Regional  Slaughterhouse 
at  Cholsey  was  satisfactory  but  your  meat  inspectors  experienced  a  certain 
amount  of  difficulty  in  carrying  out  their  duties  because  the  hanging 
capacity  was  inadequate  in  relation  to  the  amount  of  slaughtering.  The 
cesspool  had  to  be  emptied  once  a  week  owing  to  the  quantities  of  water 
that  had  to  be  used  and  it  appears  that  this  costly  proceedure  will  have 
to  continue  until  there  is  a  main  sewerage  system  in  Cholsey. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  number  of  animals  killed  at  the 
slaughterhouse  and  the  number  of  carcases  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

1971 

506 

781 

5377 

779 

Number  inspected 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

1971 

506 

781 

5377 

779 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

5 

6 

3 

4 

4 

or  organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

458 

185 

1 

86 

21 

disease  other  than  tuberculosis 
Tuberculosis  only 

23.4 

37.7 

.5 

1.6 

3.2 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

6 

— 

2 

— 

3 

organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

160 

89 

17 

tuberculosis 

MILK  SUPPLIES 

8.4 

17.5 

.2 

2.5 

There  were  only  4  dairies  supplying  milk  in  the  district  at  the  end  of 
1952.  One  sold  undesignated  milk,  one  Tuberculin  Tested  milk,  two 
Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised  milk,  two  Pasteurised  milk  and  one  Channel 
Island  milk  (some  dairies  naturally  retailing  even  three  differently  designated 
milk). 

8  of  the  40  samples  of  milk  were  found  unsatisfactory  when  tested 
in  the  laboratory.  6  of  these  were  obtained  from  the  same  retailer  of 
undesignated  milk  and  this  fact  was  reported  to  the  Area  Milk  Production 
Officfer, 


All  non-pasteurised  milk  supplied  to  schools  was  submitted  to  the  usual 
laboratory  tests  every  three  months. 


ICE  CREAM 


Only  one  of  the  two  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice 
cream  was  in  production  during  the  year.  32  premises  were  registered 
for  the  sale  of  pre-packed  ice  cream  and  all  of  which  were  inspected  at 
least  once.  8  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  to  laboratory 
tests  with  the  following  results;  Grade  1 — 6;  Grade  2 — 1,  Grade  4 — 1.  It 
is  suggested  that  over  a  six-monthly  period,  50  per  cent,  of  a  vendor’s 
samples  should  fall  into  Grade  1;  80  per  cent,  into  Grades  1  or  2;  not 
more  than  20  per  cent,  into  Grade  3,  and  none  into  Grade  4. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

Three  cases  were  dealt  with  under  Section  50  of  the  above  Act  which 
deals  with  the  disposal  of  the  body  where  it  appears  that  no  suitable 
arrangements  are  being  made  other  than  by  the  Council. 

No  action  had  to  be  taken  under  Section  47  of  the  Act. 


WANTAGE  URBAN  DISTRICT 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE  1952-53 

Councillor  F.  W.  Haines 
Councillor  J.  W.  C.  James 
Councillor  J.  W.  Knight 
Councillor  J.  L.  Sale 
Councillor  H,  S.  Smith 
Councillor  O.  S.  Walter  (Chairman) 
Councillor  Mrs.  M.  Whipple 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 

Sanitary  Inspector  L.  Oliver,  M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 


Attempts  to  augment  the  supply  of  water  from  the  borehole  at  Manor 
Road  pumping  station  were  partially  successful.  No.  1  borehole  had 
an  output  of  17,000  gallons  per  hour  compared  with  the  8,000  gallons  per 
hour  previously  obtained.  Efforts  to  obtain  a  similar  increase  in  output 
from  borehole  No.  3  were  not  so  successful,  but  it  is  hoped  tha^  the  yield 
will  be  increased  eventually  by  5,000  gallons  an  hour. 

89  per  cent  of  the  houses  in  the  Urban  District  had  an  internal  supply  of 
main  water.  The  number  still  not  possessing  a  piped  supply  dropped 
during  the  year  from  51  to  48.  Further  details  are  given  in  the  following 
table; 

1951  1952 

Number  of  houses  possessing  an  internal  piped 

water  supply  1349  1390 

Number  of  houses  possessing  an  external  piped 

water  supply  (standpipes)  121  120 

Number  of  houses  not  possessing  a  piped  water 

supply  from  the  U.D.C.  supply  system  51  48 

Extensions  in  the  water  supply  system  Nil 

14  samples  of  water  (13  from  taps  supplied  from  the  mains  and  1  from 
a  borehole)  were  submitted  to  bacteriological  examination.  All  the  samples 
came  within  Class  1  of  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  grading.  No  samples  of 
water  were  taken  for  chemical  analysis. 


SEWERAGE 

97  per  cent,  of  the  houses  in  the  Urban  District  were  in  connection  with 
the  main  sewers  for  sewage  disposal,  the  number  having  increased  from  1429 
to  1,458  during  1952.  There  remained  25  houses  dependent  on  cesspool 
drainage  and  16  houses  still  had  no  drains  for  sewage  disposal. 

Great  difficulty  was  again  experienced  in  drying  out  sludge  at  the  sewage 
disposal  works  but  a  scheme  was  being  prepared  for  the  construction  of 
new  sludge  drying  beds. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION 

House  refuse  was  collected  weekly  and  trade  refuse  monthly  in  the 
Urban  Area.  The  refuse  was  disposed  of  by  crude  tipping  at  the  Grove 
Street  tip  which  is  now  almost  completed.  Efforts  were  made  to  secure 
a  new  site  for  tipping  at  Grove. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

Rodent  treatment  undertaken  was  as  follows: 


Council  owned  houses  Nil 

Private  7 

Business  premises  8 

Sewer  manholes  64 

Refuse  tip  4 
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NUISANCES  &  DISINFECTION  OF  PREMISES 


83  nuisances  were  abated  during  1952  involving  th  issue  of  87  informal 
notices  and  6  formal  notices. 

6  premises  were  disinfected  mainly  after  the  removal  of  patients  suffering 
from  communicable  diseases. 


HOUSING  AND  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

The  Local  Authority  completed  32  out  of  the  35  new  permanent  houses 
in  Wantage  during  1951  but  only  22  out  of  28  during  1952.  The  need  for 
new  houses  remained  as  high  as  ever  and  there  were  scores  of  families 
in  the  district  either  without  a  home  of  their  own  or  living  under  deplorable 
conditions  in  totally  unfit  dwellings.  The  tenants  of  the  Council’s  hutments 
at  Stockham  were  among  the  most  urgent  cases  but  there  were  many  other 
instances  of  children  being  brought  up  in  unsuitable,  unfit  and  unhealthy 
homes  because  of  the  serious  lack  of  alternative  dwellings  in  the  town. 
The  number  of  applicants  increased  from  259  to  262  during  the  year, 
but  many  had  no  hope  of  being  allocated  a  house  for  several  years  unless 
the  rate  of  erection  could  be  greatly  speeded  up. 

There  were  2  licensed  moveable  dwellings  in  the  district  in  1952. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 

The  following  table,  presented  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of 
Section  128(3)  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  gives  details  of  the  factories  m 
the  district  and  of  inspections  carried  out. 

t. — Inspections  for  purposes  as  to  health 

(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


-  Number  of  - 

Premises  Number  on  Inspections  Written  Occupiers 

Register  Notices  Prosecuted 


(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2, 
3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities  . 

33 

21 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Authority 

19 

27 

1 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Sect¬ 
ion  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 

4 

4 

Total 

56 

52 

1 

— 
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2. — Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found  No.  of 
Found  Remedied  Referred  cases  where 

Particulars  To  H.M.  By  H.M.  prosecutions 

Inspector  Inspector  instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness  —  1  —  1  — 

Overcrowding  —  —  —  —  — 

Unreasonable  Temperature  —  —  —  —  — 

Ineffective  Drainage  of  Floors  —  —  —  —  — 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient  1  1  —  —  — 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  Defective  —  —  - —  —  — 

(c)  Not  seperate  for  Sexes  —  —  —  — ■  — 

Other  Offences  against  the  Act 

(not  including  offences 

relating  to  outwork)  —  —  —  —  — 

Total  1  2  —  1  — 


HOUSING  DEFECTS 

106  repairs  to  houses  were  carried  out  as  a  result  of  131  visits  and 
inspections  made  during  the  year.  No  statutory  notices  had  to  be  served. 

FOOD  INSPECTIONS 

The  following  items  of  food  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  con¬ 
sumption  and  were  voluntarily  surrendered: — 

Meat  (beef,  pork,  kidney)  265  lbs.,  bacon  and  ham  15  lbs.,  canned  meat 
(brawn,  luncheon  meat,  stewed  steak,  beef  loaf,  jellied  veal,  boneless  ham 
and  sausages)  56  tins,  pork  brawn  4j  lbs.,  cereals  (macaroni,  cornflakes) 
33  lbs.,  canned  fish  (sardines,  crab,  pilchard,  salmon)  5  tins,  canned  veget¬ 
ables  (peas,  chopped  vegetables,  tomatoes)  27  tins,  jams  7  tins,  canned 
milk  19  tins,  soups  7  tins,  canned  fruit  41  tins,  other  canned  food  12  tins, 
butter  2  lbs.,  and  dessicated  cocoanut  79  lbs. 

SHOPS  AND  CATERING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

There  were  94  shops,  including  hotels  with  eatering  licences,  in  the 
district  in  1952.  28  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  19  of  these.  The 

standard  of  hygiene  in  the  6  catering  establishments  was  reasonably 
satisfactory  and  although  all  were  inspected  (17  visits)  no  action  was  found 
necessary. 

BAKEHOUSES 

The  structural  and  hygiene  eonditions  in  the  4  bakehouses  in  operation 
in  the  district  were  good.  Action  had  to  be  taken  in  one  case,  however, 
to  remedy  dampness  in  the  walls  from  the  adjoining  property. 
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MILK  SUPPLIES 

There  were  two  retailers  of  milk  in  the  district  both  of  whom  held 
supplementary  licences  to  sell  pasteurised  and  tuberculin  tested  milk.  The 
one  retail  dairy  was  inspected  at  frequent  intervals. 

Two  samples  of  pasteurised  milk,  one  of  tuberculin  tested  (pasteurised) 
and  one  of  tuberculin  tested  milk  proved  to  be  satisfactory  on  examination 
in  the  laboratory. 

ICE  CREAM 

All  the  13  premises  licensed  to  sell  ice  cream  and  the  1  premises  licensed 
to  manufacture  ice  cream  were  inspected  during  1952,  27  visits  of  inspection 
being  made. 

The  Council  acquired  a  new  ice  box  which  enabled  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
to  take  ice  cream  for  testing.  7  of  the  9  samples  obtained  were  in  Grade  1 
and  the  other  2  in  Grade  2. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

Two  cases  had  to  be  dealt  with  under  Section  50  of  the  above  Act 
(disposal  of  the  body  where  it  appears  no  suitable  arrangements  have  been 
or  are  being  made  other  than  by  the  authority). 

No  person  was  dealt  with  under  Section  47  of  the  Act. 

Sunimary  of  the  work  done  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  during  1952 

Number  of  different  premises  inspected  .  294 

„  „  inspections  made  .  487 

„  „  compaints  received  .  103 

„  „  defects  or  nuisances  discovered  .  81 

„  „  notices  served — Formal  .  6 

Informal  .  87 

„  „  defects  or  nuisances  abated  . .  288 

comprising  of: 

W.C.s,  privies,  sink  wastes,  etc .  11 

Drains  cesspools,  etc .  64 

Pigs  or  other  animals  .  4 

Deficient  or  impure  water  ...  Nil 

Unclean  houses  .  2 

Overcrowded  houses  .  Nil 

Insanitary  accumulations  .  2 

Premises  disinfected  .  6 

Premises  treated  for  vermin  .  10 

Houses  connected  with  water  supply  .  41 

Seizures  of  unsound  meat  or  food  .  59 

Conservancy  closets  replaced  by  W.C.s .  3 

Number  of  water  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  ...  14 

„  „  water  samples  taken  for  chemical  analysis  .  Nil 

„  „  inspections  of  milkshops  and  dairies  .  5 

„  „  inspections  of  retailers  of  ice  cream  .  19 

„  „  inspections  of  manufacturers  of  ice  cream  .  8 

„  „  inspections  of  catering  establishments  .  17 

„  „  inspections  of  bakehouses  .  9 

„  „  inspections  of  piggeries  . . . r-  r-r  -,  H 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 


A  piped  water  supply  was  made  available  to  the  villages  of  Beedon, 
Chilton,  East  Ilsley,  Hampsted  Norris  and  Peasemore  during  1952.  Upton 
was,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  the  only  village  without  a  main  supply  of  water, 
but  work  had  already  been  started  by  the  beginning  of  1953. 

All  the  water  was  obtained  from  boreholes  in  the  district,  except  the 
supplies  to  Grove  (supplied  from  Wantage  Urban  District)  and  Hermitage 
(from  Newbury  supply).  Ardington  and  Lockinge  and  Aldworth  were 
supplied  from  private  sources.  The  Council’s  boreholes  were  situated  at 
Brightwalton,  Childrey  Warren,  Blewbury  and  West  Hendred. 

All  the  main  water  supply  was  chlorinated  before  distribution  and  was 
found  satisfactory  bacteriologically,  56  samples  being  submitted  to  labor¬ 
atory  tests.  2  samples  obtained  from  private  water  supplies  were  also  found 
to  be  satisfactory. 

53%  of  all  the  houses  in  the  Rural  District  possessed  an  internal  supply 
of  main  water  compared  with  just  under  50%  in  1951.  This  difference 
represents  244  houses  which  obtained  an  internal  supply  for  the  first  time 
during  1952. 


SEWERAGE 

The  Compton  main  sewerage  scheme  was  almost  completed  by  the  end 
of  the  year  and  it  was  expected  to  be  in  use  by  March,  1953.  The  Chilton 
scheme  was  completed  and  brought  into  use  and  also  the  small  sewerage 
disposal  works  for  Council  houses  at  Aldworth  and  West  Hendred.  Similar 
small  disposal  plants  were  being  constructed  at  Beedon,  Sparsholt  and 
Denchworth. 

Many  of  the  villages  were  in  great  need  of  proper  main  sewerage  systems 
and  although  the  Council  were  anxious  to  proceed  with  their  schemes, 
the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  could  not  give  starting 
dates. 
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The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  population,  number  of  houses 
water  supply  and  main  sewerage  in  each  parish  in  the  district  in  1952. 

Parish  Area  Pop.  Total  No.  of  No.  house?  Main 

in  Acres  No.  of  Council  Supplied  Sewer- 

Houses  Houses  with  Main  age 

Water  System 
Direct  S/pipe 


Ardington 

2693 

430 

129 

— 

74 

— 

Yes 

East  Challow 

1657 

670 

212 

38 

160 

' — 

Yes 

West  Challow 

1070 

180 

51 

8 

27 

9 

Childrey 

2929 

480 

142 

36 

79 

— 

Yes 

Denchworth 

1041 

180 

54 

12 

15 

27 

Goosey 

946 

120 

36 

8 

6 

17 

Grove 

2513 

1380 

298 

54 

266 

— 

Yes 

East  Hanney 

2200 

510 

134 

20 

75 

13 

West  Hanney 

1333 

380 

106 

20 

50 

9 

East  Hendred 

3198 

1090 

339 

46 

209 

— 

Yes 

West  Hendred 

2002 

330 

90 

20 

54 

18 

Letcombe  Regis 

2155 

430 

137 

32 

85 

— 

Yes 

Letcombe  Bassett 

1631 

140 

53 

8 

28 

— 

Lockinge 

3763 

250 

83 

— 

48 

— 

Yes 

Sparsholt 

3329 

250 

80 

18 

36 

■ — 

Aldworth 

1886 

200 

67 

12 

19 

18 

Beedon 

2096 

320 

106 

4 

69 

— 

Blewbury 

4246 

840 

248 

32 

168 

— 

Brightwalton 

2054 

280 

93 

14 

62 

8 

Catmore 

710 

50 

20 

— 

— 

— 

Chaddleworth 

3400 

450 

134 

24 

64 

— 

Chilton 

1448 

590 

168 

4 

100 

— 

Soon 

Compton 

3803 

920 

243 

44 

41 

8 

Soon 

Farnborough 

1886 

110 

34 

4 

17 

— 

Fawley 

2190 

160 

50 

8 

17 

■ — 

Hampstead  Norris 

4479 

770 

234 

24 

41 

— 

Hermitage 

1482 

530 

163 

— 

89 

■ — 

Harwell 

2503 

1690 

417 

44 

261 

— 

Yes 

East  Ilsley 

3017 

450 

120 

22 

34 

— 

West  Ilsley 

3037 

270 

87 

4 

40 

5 

Peasemore 

2049 

190 

62 

2 

16 

— 

Upton 

1413 

250 

72 

16 

— 

• — 

Totals 

74181 

14890 

4262 

578 

2250 

132 

8 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION 

Mr.  Rosser  reported  that  “the  above  service  functioned  fairly  efficiently 
throughout  the  year,  having  regard  to  the  ever  increasing  quantity  of 
refuse  to  be  collected  and  disposed  of  on  the  three  refuse  tips  in  the  area. 

In  a  district  of  this  size,  with  a  vehicle  covering  approximately  13,000 
miles  per  annum,  a  balance  must  be  struck  between  the  cost  of  collection 
on  one  hand  and  properly  controlled  disposal  on  the  other.  To  cut  mile¬ 
age  to  an  absolute  minimum,  three  refuse  pits  were  in  use  but  supervision 
was  difficult  and  controlled  tipping  virtually  impossible  with  the  staff 
available.  The  alternative  would  have  meant  one  refuse  tip  with  con¬ 
sequent  better  supervision  and  tipping  methods  but  an  increase  in  cost  due 
to  greater  mileage  and  overtime  rates  of  wages  for  workmen. 

It  seems  to  me  to  be  only  a  matter  of  time  before  this  problem  resolves 
itself  because  with  the  completion  of  the  Council’s  present  building  pro¬ 
gramme,  it  will  be  impossible  to  run  the  service'  on  the  existing  lines.  The 
time  cannot  be  far  distant  when  a  weekly  collection  will  be  enjoyed  by 
residents  in  our  larger  parishes  and  another  vehicle  employed,  full  time, 
on  collection  of  refuse  throughout  the  area.” 


RODENT  CONTROL  &  DISINFECTION 

One  full-time  rodent  operator,  employed  under  supervision  of  the  Public 
Health  Department,  dealt  with  747  separate  infestations  in  the  area  during 
1952.  The  Council’s  refuse  tips,  sewers  and  sewage  works  were  treated 
monthly  as  a  routine. 

17  premises  were  disinfected  as  a  result  of  inspection  or  complaints 
from  tenants.  All  the  new  houses  were  sprayed  with  a  D.D.T.  solution 
prior  to  occupation. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

26  visits  were  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  connection  with  in- 
fectious  diseases.  5  premises  were  disinfected  after  removal  of  patients 
suffering  from  communicable  diseases. 


HOUSING  AND  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

37  new  Council  houses  and  7  temporary  accommodation  were  let  for  the 
first  time  in  1952,  compared  with  27  houses  and  47  temporary  dwellings  in 
1951.  The  number  of  applicants  for  new  houses,  however,  continued  to 
increase  and  was  593  at  the  end  of  1952  (550  at  the  end  of  1951).  The 
newly  erected  dwellings  were  at  East  Challow  (5),  Brightwalton  (2),  West 
Hendred  (4),  Denchworth  (2),  Childrey  (4),  Upton  (2),  Grove  (10),  Hamp¬ 
stead  Norris  (4),  and  at  Blewbury  (7  temporary  dwellings). 

43  moveable  dwellings  were  licensed  during  1952.  Mr.  Rosser  comments 
that  “the  use  of  converted  bus  bodies  and  ex-radar  vansi  continued  to  be  a 
serious  problem  as,  in  many  cases,  they  were  a  menace  to  health.  Manu¬ 
facturers  have  succeeded  in  producing  well  lit,  well  ventilated  and  soundly 
constructed  caravans  at  reasonable  prices,  so  it  would  now  appear  oppor¬ 
tune  for  the  whole  problem  to  be  tackled  on  a  national  level  by  suitable 
legislation.  The  present  method  of  housing  the  tenants  of  these  unsatis¬ 
factory  structures  and  then  forbidding  their  reletting  within  the  district,  is 
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most  unsatisfactory  and  merely  results  in  the  structure  being  moved  into 
another  district.  If  the  overcrowding  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act  and 
housing  standards  were  modified  and  made  applicable  to  moveable  dwell¬ 
ings,  it  would  ensure  that  unsuitable  structures  would  not  be  relet.  It  is 
also  a  matter  of  regret  that  the  provision  of  secondary  means  of  escape  in 
cases  of  fire  does  not  appear  to  have  been  given  the  attention  it  merits, 
either  by  legislation  or  by  manufacturers.  The  Council  has  no  alternative 
but  to  issue  licences  although  aware  of  the  serious  danger  facing  each 
family  should  an  outbreak  of  fire  occur.” 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 

Details  concerning  the  inspection  of  factories  and  workshops  in  the 
Rural  District  are  given  in  the  following  table. 

1.. — Inspections  for  the  purposes  as  to  health 

(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


-  Number  of  - 

Premises  Number  on  Inspections  Written  Occupiers 

Register  Notices  Prosecuted 


(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2, 
3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

18 

11 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Authority 

48 

17 

2 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Sect¬ 
ion  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 

Total 

66 

28 

2 

— 
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2. — Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found  No.  of 


Found  Remedied  Referred  cases  where 


Particulars 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 
Inspector  Inspector 

prosecutions 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness 

— 

- -  - 

_ 

_ 

Overcrowding 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1  — 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

— 

— •  — 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences 

relating  to  Out-work) 

2 

1  — 

— 

— 

Total 

3 

2  — 

— 

— 

SHOPS  AND  CATERING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

Delegation  of  certain  of  the  County  Council’s  duties  under  the  Shops 
Act,  1950,  was  accepted  by  the  Council  and  a  survey  of  all  the  shops  in  the 
district  will  be  carried  out  as  soon  as  the  delegatory  procedure  has  been 
completed. 

No  Clean  Food  Campaign  was  undertaken  during  the  year. 

Catering  establishments,  including  licensed  premises,  numbered  73.  Al¬ 
though  routine  inspection  of  all  the  catering  establishments  was  not  under¬ 
taken,  the  majority  were  visited  and  found  satisfactory. 

No  major  contraventions  of  the  Food  Byelaws  were  observed  and  advise 
was  given  wherever  minor  infringements  were  encountered  . 

The  number  of  bakehouses  remained  at  27  and  although  20  inspections 
were  made,  no  written  notices  had  to  be  issued. 


FOOD  INSPECTIONS 

The  following  items  of  food  were  surrendered  and  deemed  unfit  for 
human  consumption; — imported  ham  34  lbs.,  sheep’s  carcase  55  lbs., 
sheep’s  heads  17  lbs.,  sheep’s  legs  27  lbs.,  sheep’s  shoulder  4  lbs.,  sheep’s 
plucks  30  lbs.,  mutton  trimmings  2}  lbs.,  pork  6  lbs.,  beef  12  lbs.,  jellied 
veal  6  lbs.,  and  corned  beef  H  lbs. 

No  slaughter  house  was  used  as  such  in  the  district  during  1952. 
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MILK  SUPPLIES 

Regular  routine  visits  were  paid  to  the  9  retail  dairies  in  the  district. 
There  were  12  milk  retailers,  6  of  which  sold  pasteurised  milk,  5  pasteur¬ 
ised  T.T.  milk,  5  T.T.  milk,  1  accredited  and  1  undesignated  milk.  No 
Channel  Island  milk  was  retailed. 

The  17  samples  of  milk  submitted  to  the  usual  laboratory  tests  were 
reported  satisfactory  and  the  5  samples  tested  were  found  negative  to 
guinea-pig  tests  for  M.  tuberculosis. 

ICE  CREAM 

The  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  increased 
during  the  year  from  32  to  39.  These  premises  were  visited  frequently  and 
an  ice  box  was  acquired  which  made  it  possible  for  the  ice-cream  offered 
for  sale  to  the  public  to  be  submitted  to  laboratory  tests  of  cleanliness. 
4  out  of  5  samples  were  in  grade  1,  the  other  being  in  grade  2. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

No  action  had  to  be  taken  under  Sections  47  or  50  of  the  Act. 

SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  WORK 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1952 

Number  of  different  premises  visited  . 1128 

„  „  inspections  made  . 1675 

„  „  complaint  received  .  74 

,,  ,,  defects  or  nuisances  discovered  .  87 

„  „  notices  served.  Informal  .  11 

Statutory  .  9 

„  „  prosecutions  .  Nil 

Number  of  nuisances  abated 

As  to  privies  and  W.C.s,  Sink  Wastes,  etc .  4 

„  „  drains  and  cesspools  .  5 

„  „  pigs  and  other  animals  .  1 

„  „  deficient  or  impure  water  .  208 

,,  „  unclean  houses  .  1 

„  „  polluted  ditches  and  streams  .  2 

„  „  insanitary  accumulations  and  deposits  .  Nil 

„  „  other  defects  or  nuisances  .  3 

Number  of  premises  disinfected  .  5 

„  „  of  water  samples  for  analysis  (public)  .  56 

(private)  .  2 

„  ,,  wells  closed  .  Nil 

„  „  wells  cleansed,  repaired  or  deepened  .  Nil 

„  „  new  wells  sunk  .  Nil 

„  „  new  houses  connected  to  water  mains  .  244 

„  „  water  certificates  granted  (Rural  District  only)  .  Nil 

„  „  seizures  or  surrenders  of  unsound  or  diseased  food  .  15 

„  „  conservancy  closets  replaced  by  W.C.s  .  38 

Canal  Boats  on  register  Nil 

Slaughter  houses  on  register  .  8 

inspections  .  Nil 

Piggeries.  No.  of  inspections  .  1 

Number  of  retail  dairies  in  district  .  9 

„  „  inspections  .  62 
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